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Dear Trinity Friends,
As we say goodbye to another year, I like to take time 
to reflect on the past and plan for the future. With only 
two more Messenger columns to go before my term as 
Council President ends in February, here is where I 
reflect on our 2024 together at Trinity:

January: We closed the books on our biggest 
year of generosity in Trinity’s history. In 2023 the 
congregation increased Mission Plan giving by 10% 
over 2022 while also fulfilling pledges to the Capital 
Campaign. We ended the year with $1,322,000 
in Mission Plan contributions and $2,368,000 in 
Capital Campaign contributions, for a grand total of 
$3,690,000 in giving. 

92 Trinity members braved a -35 degree wind chill to 
volunteer with Feed My Starving Children. Volunteers 
packed 472,824 meals during our shift, enough to feed 
1295 children for a year. 

February: As we continue striving to meet the 
ambitious Mission Plan budget we adopted in 2023, 
the Congregation approved a “hold steady” budget of 
$1,442,000 at the Annual Meeting. We held a Topping 
Off Ceremony on February 22, during which we 
placed the final steel beam and a temporary cross 
on the Trinity Commons to mark completion of this 
phase of work. 

March: In March our “Making Sense of Lent” 
worship series helped us experience the season 
through our physical senses. We held Thursday night 
“Pop-Up Light Groups,” where we embraced the 
“sense” of the week through events like wine-tasting 
and visiting a new restaurant. 

April: In April we hit the half-way point on our Phase 
1B construction bills, with over $4,550,000 of work 
completed. Work inside progressed with concrete 
floors, a concrete staircase to Fellowship Hall, the first 
windows installed, and dry wall in the second story 
office space.  

May: In May we celebrated the end of Confirmation 
and Wednesday School with a visit from the ice cream 
truck. Several Trinity members attended the Synod 
Assembly at Concordia. 

June: Trinity’s volunteer marketing team had their 
first meeting. Their work laid the foundation for a 
very successful social media campaign in the fall 
(including one special “Pastor Potato” video that went 
viral), which contributed to the outstanding turnout 
we had for our Open House event in November. 
THANK YOU Marketeers! 

July: Trinity youth had an amazing time with 
Pastor Matt at the ELCA Youth Gathering in New 
Orleans. Back home, Trinity members also took their 
fellowship on the road, attending both a Redhawks 
game and Trollwood’s production of The Addams 
Family. 

August: We again hosted a table at Pride in the Park. 
Trinity also partnered with the Synod’s Table of Mercy 
ministry to host a Sunday evening meal and worship 
service at the Bright Sky apartments in Moorhead. We 
had an awesome VBS and family fun night at Rustic 
Oaks. 

September: We started moving into our new space! 
We also said goodbye to The Yellow House and started 
work on our new parking lot. Wednesday nights 
kicked off with fantastic attendance and energy. 

October: Most of our furniture arrived and we 
started hanging art on our walls. We were also able to 
start parking in our new smooth parking lot with 63 
parking spaces—11 more than before. 

November: We held a ribbon-cutting for the new 
building on November 1, then welcomed many 
hundreds of people at our Open House on November 
2, where we provided tours and served 440 baked 
potatoes with toppings. Our Confirmation Students 
held a successful food drive for the Dorothy Day Food 
Pantry, gathering over 1600 pounds of food for our 
neighbors in need. 

December: The Trinity Commons looked gorgeous 
and inviting this month, with a huge Christmas 
tree lighting up our front window. Thank you to the 
SALTS Light Group for trekking out in the RAIN this
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year to cut down THREE massive trees and hauling 
them back to Trinity. 

Thank you also to the Cathedral Choir for the 
beautiful Lessons & Carols service on December 
15, and to all those with a hand in our Children’s 
Christmas Worship on December 22. It was 
heartwarming to once again see so many children 
sharing the Christmas story with us! 

We received our final construction bills for Phase 1B 
of our building project. We ended about 13K over 
budget, which is not bad on a project costing $9.1 
million. I am optimistic about the final amount of 
our mortgage being under $5 million (recall we were 
approved for a $6 million loan) and hope to have 
more information to share with you on that soon, 
once we have closed our books on 2024.

Finally, a huge congratulations to Pathways, who paid 
their $500,000 pledge to Trinity’s Capital Campaign 
this month, and thus completed the final step of 
purchasing Camp Emmaus from Trinity. We can’t wait 
to see what God has in store for your ministry!  

For my last Messenger column next month, I hope to 
share some of our hopes for 2025. We have scheduled 
our Annual Meeting for February 9, and an Annual 
Meeting preview on February 2. If you would like to 
discuss anything before then, you can find me and 
other Council members at Coffee with the Council on 
January 5, or send me an email 
– tara.iversen@gmail.com.  

Until then, Be A Light!
Tara Iversen, Council President 

Are you, or someone you know, planning a baptism in 
the not too distant future? Sign up here to attend a
Baptism Orientation on Zoom, Tuesday, January 28th 
at 6:30pm!
We invite you to complete the orientation before 
scheduling a baptism. Contact Pastor Matt at
matt@trinitymhd.org if you have questions or would 
like more information.

Baptism 
Orientation

We are always excited to welcome new members into 
our congregation at Trinity. If you, or someone you
know, is interested in becoming a member, please 

reach out to our church office, or Deacon Kathy.
In Person Orientation - Sunday, February 23rd at 
9:35am in the Christian Life Center
Online Orientation - Tuesday, February 25th at 6:30pm 
on Zoom
Sign up here, or contact Deacon Kathy at kathy@
trinitymhd.org.
Trinity welcomes everyone with open arms!

New Member
Orientation

We plan to have the Annual Report ready for 
distribution during a preview of the Annual
Meeting will be held between services in the CLC 
Classroom on Sunday, February 2nd. This is an

opportunity for you to ask questions and comment on 
the Annual Report, Agenda, and the Proposed
Mission Plan for 2024. Most important, plan on 
joining us for the Annual Meeting on Sunday,
February 9th at 9:30am in the Christian Life Center. 
This is an important event in our life together as
Trinity Lutheran Church. Please mark this event on 
your calendar.

Annual Meeting 
& Reports
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Dear Members and Friends of Trinity, 

A few weeks ago, we sent out an email sharing the 
news that Pastor Jess has submitted her resignation, 
effective December 31, 2024. She has made the 
decision to transition to the ELCA disability roster, 
which will provide her with the necessary time and 
space for healing while remaining a pastor for the 
future.

If you did not receive this email, please provide us 
with your current email address so we can ensure 
you stay informed. As part of our efforts to streamline 
communication and reduce costs, we are transitioning 
away from physical mail to email whenever possible. 
This allows us to share updates more quickly and 
efficiently with our community. Thank you for helping 
us make this transition!

Additionally, you can update your own information 
by using our new ICON membership system. If you 
would like more information on how to access ICON, 
please email, gregory@trinitymhd.org.

To the right is Pastor Jess' resignation letter. Please 
keep Pastor Jess and Heather in your prayers as they 
continue to navigate this healing journey, and join 
us on Sunday, January 12th.  On this day we will be 
holding a coffee time between services (9:30am) to 
honor Pastor Jess and Heather. Please join us to thank 
them for their ministry among us.

Grace and peace,
Pastor Simon

Dear Trinity members and friends, 

It is with sadness and yet clarity of heart that I formally 
submit my resignation as your pastor – effective 
December 31, 2024.

When Heather and I moved to Moorhead to begin 
our life as part of the Trinity family, no one could have 
predicted our time together would be so short. I had 
such grand hopes and plans for all of us…and I believe 
strongly that God held such hopes as well. However, 
the plan for me to remain as your pastor has changed 
and I am unable to return to my position at Trinity.

My strokes have left me with a brain much different 
from the one I had when I started with you in 
December 2022. It’s slower, easily overwhelmed, and 
VERY forgetful. Those who know me well recognize 
significant personality changes, mood disruptions, 
and just an overall exhaustion that is difficult to 
manage even a year out from my brain injuries. Yet, 
brains are resilient, and God is a good Healer, and I 
am grateful for the strides I have made in my physical 
recovery. I walk several miles a day, I constantly laugh 
at our ridiculous dog, and I enjoy spending time with 
Heather and our close family. Though I have reached a 
plateau in my cognitive rehab, I am still recovering and 
do hope to someday return to pastoral ministry. For 
now, with overwhelming support from Bishop Bill and 
the Northwestern MN Synod, I will be placed on the 
ELCA disability roster to preserve my role as Pastor for 
when it makes sense to accept another type of call in 
the future. 

I am beyond grateful that we are here in Moorhead 
closer to Heather’s family. We are truly home here 
in 56560 and Trinity brought us here. Thank you. 
Thank you for that, and for being such a vibrant 
church together. You are doing such good work as a 
congregation. While I wish my brain had cooperated 
with our original plan, I am grateful for the time we 
had together. I am thankful beyond measure for all of 
your continued prayers, for the staff here and especially 
for this congregation’s youth - who are some of the 
finest people I have ever met. You all changed my life 
for the better. God was with us, and God will continue 
to walk with us all. I know that for sure. 

In peace and with God’s help, 
Pastor Jess Olson

From the
Pastor
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Sundays & Wednesdays 
and Online Too!

8:30am Sunday: Sanctuary  
10:30am Sunday: Christian Life Center
6:30pm Wednesday: Sanctuary

Week of January 5th - Second Sunday of Christmas
John 1:10-18 - God with us: the incarnation of the Word

Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is revealed in a human person. 
Though we may try to understand how the Word existed with God from the beginning of time, the wonder 
we celebrate at Christmas is that the Word continues to dwell among us. Christ comes among us in the gath-
ered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the bread and the wine. Through these ordinary 
gifts we receive the fullness of God’s grace and truth.

Week of January 12th - Baptism of Our Lord
Coffee Time in Honor of Pastor Jess 9:30-10:30am
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 - The baptism of Jesus with the descent of the Holy Spirit

Today’s festival rejoices in God’s blessings. We recall and celebrate our adoption as God’s children, the gift of 
the Holy Spirit, and the promised company of almighty God when we “pass through the waters . . . the rivers 
. . . fire.” On this day the heavens open again for this assembly, and we receive the gift of God’s Beloved, Jesus, 
in bread and wine.

Week of December 19th - Second Sunday after Epiphany
John 2:1-11 - The wedding at Cana

The Sundays after Epiphany continue to celebrate the revelation of God’s glory to us as it was made known to 
the magi and to those on Jordan’s banks at Jesus’ baptism—today using wedding imagery. Our God rejoices 
over God’s people as those being married rejoice over one another. By the power of the Spirit there are gifts 
galore for everyone. In Christ Jesus the best wine is saved for last. Taste and see.

Week of January 26th - Third Sunday after Epiphany
Luke 4:14-21 - Jesus reads from the scroll of the prophet Isaiah

God’s glory is revealed in the reading of scripture. People stand at attention. People weep. People prostrate 
themselves in prayer. The unity of the church is another reflection of God’s glory. Most gloriously, the prom-
ises of God are fulfilled in the person of Jesus Christ. Gather round. Listen up. Glimpse the glory of God.

Worship in 
January

Weddings:	
Sarah Ramstad & Sam Betz

Baptisms:
Kaylee Ann Kensok

Funerals:
Jeff Enkers
Carol Wambheim
Michael Hegland

Pastoral 
Acts



Light 
Groups!

While January is a time to look ahead, it’s also a time 
to look back on the past year, reflect and give thanks. 
Reflecting on Trinity Light Groups, there is much to 
give thanks for and new opportunities to look forward 
to in 2025.

Looking back, we give thanks for meaningful 
connections, generous giving of time and resources, 
genuine welcome and hospitality toward others. 
We give thanks for Trinity Cooks serving meals at 
Churches United; for the support given to families 
transitioning out of homelessness by the Cost and 
Joy of Discipleship Light Group; for genuine 
welcome and help by the Hospitality Team; for the 
many quilts and prayer shawls made  by the Quilters 
& Knitters; for the SALTS group who helps with 
homes, Pathways, Christmas trees at Trinity and 
other projects; for Trinity Friends who connect with 
Trinity members who are alone, unable to attend 
worship or in need of support; for artists, musicians, 
brewmasters, Sunday coffee/cookie servers; for 
Sparklers who offer special support to the preschool 
and staff; for the Funeral Groups making  a gathering 
after the service a meaningful time for family and 
friends;  for Global Blessings supporting ministry 
beyond our community; Daily Bread Group that 
prepares frozen meals for their families and extra 
meals to give to people with a new baby, a health 
concern or special need. Weekly Bible Studies, Music 
ensembles, Gardeners, Desk Greeters, and more (I 
fear I’ve left someone out!)!

There is much to be thankful for and much to 
look forward to. There is room for growth, for 
strengthening and refreshing existing groups, for 
discovering and engaging in new opportunities. 

Looking ahead, we will continue to grow existing 
opportunities and have new Light Group 
opportunities to consider:

 

New Light Group – “The 
Baking Bunch” 
Do you like to bake so much that you’ve run out of 
people to take treats? (You can only keep so many for 
yourself, right?)

Join Trinity’s “The Baking Bunch!”

The goal is to get together with fellow baking lovers 
to find ways to spread light by sharing home-baked 
goods with the community. Led by Tracy Briggs, the 
possibility for a fun time baking together and sharing 
the goodies in meaningful ways is endless! Gather 
with this group in March to share ideas and make 
plans for “The Baking Bunch!” 

New Light Group – “Military 
Support Light Group” A new Military 
Support Light Group is beginning. This group will 
offer support to people currently serving in the 
military with cards, letters and care packages. For 
those serving away from home, it can be a lonely 
and challenging time. If you or someone you know 
is currently serving in the military and want to 
receive support from this Light Group, e-mail anne@
trinitymhd.org with name and contact information. 
If you are interested in supporting those from Trinity 
currently in the military, talk to 
leaders Jolinda Michels, Becky 
Olson or Curt Cavalier.  

Deacon Kathy Hunstad



January 8th
Roasted Chicken
Glazed Carrots
Herb Roasted Potatoes
Almond Toffee Bar
Vegetarian option will be available

January 15th
Spaghetti w/ Meatsauce
Garlic Bread
Broccoli
Chocolate Chip Cookies
Vegetarian option will be available

Dinner is served from 5:30 to 6:25pm in the 
Christian Life Center. We suggest a donation of $10 
per person, with the freedom to give more as you 
choose. Children aged 10 and under can enjoy the 
meal for $5.

January 22nd
Baked Ham
Mashed Potatoes
Corn
Dinner Roll
Carrot Cake
Vegetarian option will be available

January 29th
Pork Tenderloin
Wild Rice Pilaf
Sweet Potatoes
Herb Roasted Mushrooms
Brownies
Vegetarian option will be available

Wednesday 
Meals & Pizza

Wednesday School Resumes 
January 8! 
Please join us for Wednesday School beginning 
Wednesday January 8. We will resume our regular 
schedule for the month of January. Join us for a meal 
in the Christian Life Center at 5:30, participate in 
Children’s Choirs at 6:00, and then worship begins 
at 6:30. Following the Children’s sermon, 3 year olds 
through 6th graders are dismissed to their classrooms 
for Wednesday School until 7:15. We’ll explore lessons 
about Jesus’ baptism and miracles during the season 
after Epiphany!

Faith Milestones 
1st Grade Faith Milestone—Wednesday January 8. 1st 
graders and their families will learn all about the Lord’s 

Prayer! Pastor Matt will lead the milestone during 
Wednesday school time on Wednesday, January 8. 
Parents should plan to attend with their 1st grader.
6th Grade prayer retreat—Friday, January 31st. On 
Friday, January 31st from 6-10pm, Trinity is having our 
6th grade prayer retreat milestone! We’ll have games, 
crafts, a taco bar, an ice cream bar and lots of fun as we 
explore the importance of prayer in our lives. At this 
retreat, we will write the prayers of the church, which 
our 6th graders will pray during worship on February 
9. The cost is $5 per youth for food. Friends are invited!

Confirmation 
Confirmation resumes our regular schedule on January 
8. We begin with a parent night and a guest speaker on 
January 8. The rest of the Wednesdays in January are 
regular content nights. Meal at 5:30, Worship at 6:30 
and large group/small group from 7:15-8:15—all in the 
CLC! See you then!

Children & 
Confirmation



Mission 
Quilters!

Quilting Days: January 7 & 8

When natural disasters or war drive families from their 
homes, the gift of a Lutheran World Relief (LWR) quilt 
is a tangible expression of compassion and concern. 
Quilts can be used as warm bedding, simple tents, or 
floor coverings. 

Join us to help make quilts for LWR’s life-giving minis-
try. We're quilting in Fellowship Hall on January 7 and 
8, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. each day. Beginners wel-
come--if you can tie a knot or pin two pieces of fabric 
together, you can help! Stay for a few hours or all day. 
Coffee and snacks provided. Bring your own lunch.  

Extra Flat Sheets?
The Mission Quilting Light Group is seeking gently-
used cotton and cotton-blend flat sheets (no rips 
or stains) to use in making quilt backs for mission 
quilts. These flat sheets can be any size or pattern, 
but please no flannels or knits. If you have a sheet to 
donate, please leave it at the welcome center in Trinity 
Commons. Thanks!

Lost and 
Found

Happy New Year from Lost and Found Recovery 
Center. 

As the new year begins, have you thought about what 
direction your life is going in and how to read the road 
signs to get you in the right direction? Jimmy Ray Lee, 
D.Min, has some wonderful suggestions on developing 
Christian character for those who want to be sure to 
prevent life-controlling problems (addiction) from 
developing in their lives, as well as for those who need 
to overcome a current problem. 

Here’s his advice:
1.	 Take time to understand yourself and others.

2.	 Bond in those meaningful relationships. Include 
groups like a Light Group or Bible Study.

3.	 Seek help for the challenges in life.
4.	 Minister to others.

Lost and Found Recovery Center has resources 
for each of those areas.  Call or email! Contact 
information can be found on the web site: www.
lostandfoundrecoverycenter.org

Lost and Found Recovery Center is truly grateful for all 
the support throughout 2024 and looking forward to a 
successful and forward-moving 2025! 
Giving Hearts Day is just around the corner…. 
February 13th, 2025.  Please consider helping us 
achieve our goal of raising $25,000.  Watch for more 
information next month.

Jackie Mattfeld, Director 
Lost and Found Recovery 
Center
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Greetings from your 
preschool!

Happiest of Holidays to you in 2025! I hope that this 
finds you finding joy amidst the winter blues, the 
holiday crash, and tensions we feel with change. Oh 
to be a child again and live in the day; happy to be 
with friends, family, and outside! It is one of our great 
pleasures to relearn this from the children we care for.

We ended 2025 with an anonymous gift to our teachers 
for years of service. I was blown away by the generosity 
and impact this gift will have on our teaching staff. 
Our SPARKLERS at Trinity Lutheran Church know 
very well the power of a thoughtful card, a special treat 
and a gift card and stepped up to show how much 
this group of teachers and this ministry that is Trinity 
Preschool means to the community. They sponsored an 
annual cocoa bar with enough treats to share and share 
some more! Gratitude, Love, and Awe are mine today! 
Be kind, show appreciation to your fellows, be a light! 

There will be quite a few changes coming in licensing 
from the state of MN this year and a move to a more 
centralized provider hub. It has not been without it’s 
bumps and growing pains but once done it should 
bring this branch of MN human services to a more 
streamlined portal. It’s been quite the process to keep 
up with, and I am so glad to be a part of a group of 
director’s who help each other figure it out! 

We are pleased and proud to be Parent Aware 4 star 
rated and are awaiting our award to be completed. I 
fully expect to be 4 stars again. This rating brings a 
higher rate of reimbursement to those on child care 
assistance, provides for scholarships through the state, 
brings the ability to access grants, and assures those 
looking for care that this is a good place to learn and 
grow. 

GIVING HEARTS DAY IS COMING! This always 
seems to sneak up on me every single year! We use 
our GHD money to supply tuition assistance to those 
unable to completely afford our cost of care, to provide 
staff with children the ability to have their children here 
on scholarships if needed, and provides families with 
multiple children a little break in tuition. This year we 
are also adding in STEAM toys;( science, technology, 
engineering, arts, and math.) to our efforts. As you 
consider your Giving Hearts Day donations will you 
please continue to support your preschool and/ or give? 
Oh, and Spaghetti!!! We are holding a Spaghetti dinner 
to kick off our Giving Hearts Day month January 13-
to February 13th. It will be held in the Christian Life 
Center o Monday, January 13th  from 5-7 . Reese and 
Rileys right here in Moorhead will be supplying the 
homemade pasta! 12.00 per 
adult suggested, and $8.00 per 
child. Come and support your 
preschool! 

From your preschool with love, 
Kay Heidrich, director 

Preschool
News





Pathways 
Bible Camp

Registration is OPEN! -
A Community Event at Camp Emmaus

Thank you so much for your patience! This fall, we 
switched to a new registration/camp management 
software called UltraCamp. We hope that this change 
will provide for a better user experience and an overall 
simpler registration process for our camp community. 
Due to this change, you will now need to create a 
new account for your household. Members of your 
household can then be added to register them for 
camp sessions. 
 
Below we will lay out a simplified 7 step process to get 
you on track to join us at camp this coming summer! 
The whole process is mobile-friendly, too! 
We are navigating this system for the first season 
together, so please don't hesitate to reach out to our 
office if any questions arise.
 
With the holidays just around the corner, the best way 
to get ahold of our staff is by emailing us at pathways@
pathwaysbiblecamps.org. In the new year, we will be 
back to regular office hours and ready to walk you 
through the registration process! We also look forward 
to visiting many of you at your churches in the new 
year, as we spread the joy and impact of camp!

STEP 1: VISIT our website at pathwaysbiblecamps.org

STEP 2: EXPLORE our program offerings for 2025! 
Take a look and decide which session works best for 
you and make a plan to register!

STEP 3: REGISTER by clicking the 'REGISTER' menu 
tab, or any 'REGISTER NOW' program page buttons. 
This will take you to our UltraCamp homepage.

STEP 4: CREATE an account (or login if you made 
one before this step). Click 'New User' and fill out 
the primary contact information (this needs to be an 
adult) for your household account. Campers can then 
be added to this account to continue with registration.

STEP 5: PROCEED with registration. Select your 
camper and desired session, confirm information, fill 
out forms and answer questions. Note that the health 
form can be completed at a later time, if need be. Once 
you complete the request sections, you will end up at 
the checkout and you may proceed to pay the deposit. 
Then your registration will be complete!

STEP 6: SHARE your excitement with family and 
friends! Let those around you know that you are 
registered for camp, and that they should join you!

STEP 7: JOURNEY to Camp Emmaus! When your 
session start date arrives, find your check-in time and 
packing list via our website or in the information sent 
to your email. Once you are all packed and ready to 
go, travel down the road to Emmaus and get ready for 
a camp experience full of friendship, faith & outdoor 
fun! We can't wait to see you at camp!
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